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oners and deserters every day. Before the year was
out he could assure Prince Henry that, according to
sound opinion, Prince Charles's army consisted of
no more than 13,000 foot and 9000 horse. " If this
does not lead to peace/* writes Frederick on De-
cember 21 st, "no success in war will ever pave the
way thither/* A week later he is still hopeful, " but
even if one were sure of it, we must none the less
labour to make our position formidable, since force
is the only argument that one can use with these
dogs of Kings and Emperors." Leuthen indeed
gave Maria Theresa another opportunity to prove
her constancy and courage. Frederick made over-
tures to her for peace, but she refused to engage in
any negotiation apart from her allies. Early in
January, 1758, the King became aware that Austria
whatever it might cost her, was determined on an-
other campaign.

Gradually the prospect grew clearer. Almost be-
yond the hopes of the Queen her alliance with France
survived the double shock of Rossbach and Leuthen.
At the beginning of February Louis promised to
send 24,000 men into Bohemia. Since his encounter
with Soubise, Frederick regarded the French as brig-
ands rather than warriors, but their onset compelled
him to place a sturdy watch-dog in the West. This
part was played by Ferdinand of Brunswick, who
drove them across the Rhine before March was over.
Another foe, the Swedes, were even less consider-
able. Frederick jeered at them as " cautious people
who run away eighty miles so as not to be taken,"
and assured his sister, the Queen of Sweden, of his